
  
Clashes of cultures: Formal and informal Indigenous education systems in the 
Arctic. 
 
Abstract 
The socialization of the Arctic learners is greatly altered by the structures, 
processes, policies, and classroom pedagogies that are put in place by modern 
institutions across the Arctic. While Indigenous groups have gained self-governance 
over some lands and resources, the learning institutions remain greatly influenced 
by the worldviews of governing state authorities.   
 
Concurrently, many Indigenous families in the Arctic are holding onto their 
languages, and aspects of spirituality, and some learners are given the opportunity 
to learn about traditional lifestyles, economies, and philosophies.  It is in this setting 
that many Arctic Indigenous learners become bilingual or multi-lingual, talking and 
using various languages at homes and communities.   
 
The bilingual, bicultural negotiation of Arctic Indigenous learners is left to the 
individual, and if unsuccessful, the result can easily translate into marginalization 
and exclusion, if not failure in school. Such digress affect both cultures and 
languages, leaving learners not fully immersed in their own Indigenous language, 
and not necessarily capable of competing in the languages of the majority.   
Digression is the very antithesis of robust Indigenous cultural identity.  
 
This paper looks at selected international human rights instruments that support 
the education of Arctic learners and gives an overview of global adoption of the 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. These instruments 
support Indigenous cultural rights and are in fact the global support for Indigenous 
peoples to further their own cultural identity through the education systems. The 
instruments make apparent the Indigenous learners’ negotiation of different 
paradigms. The latter needs to be made apparent for education systems to sustain 
Indigenous self-government overseeing the ownership of land and resources of 
Arctic peoples.   
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